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So Long Santa  
Study Guide 

 
 

The Spanish built missions in Texas to 
strengthen their claim on the land and to 
teach Native Americans about their religion 
and customs. 

 
 
Moses Austin got permission to bring people to Texas to 
live here, but he died before he could do so.  His son, 
Stephen F. Austin carried out his father’s plan of 
bringing American settlers to Texas and came to be 
called the “Father of Texas.” 
 
 
 
An empresario is a person given a large piece 
of land by a government and allowed to sell  
the land to settlers. 
 

Martin de Leon, Lorenzo de Zavala, and 
Stephen F. Austin were empresarios. 
 
 

The Mexican government accepted people from 
the United States to live in Texas.  They 
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expected all Texas settlers to convert to 
Catholicism during the time before the Texas 
Revolution.  They did not want them to be 
armed.   

 
Timeline of Texas History 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Timeline Order of Events  
• Mexico gains independence 

o Stephen F. Austin founds San Felipe de Austin 
 Texans declare independence 

• Texans win Revolution 
o Texas becomes a Republic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Texans battle 
Mexican troops 
in Gonzales and 
Goliad 

Texas 
declares 
Independence 

Texans lose 
Battle of 
the Alamo 

Texans win 
Battle of 
San Jacinto 

Texas 
becomes a 
Republic 
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The first two Presidents of the Republic of Texas were 
Sam Houston and Mirabeau Lamar. 
 
 
 
 
 
A cause is something that happens which makes 
something else happen called the effect. 
 
 Some examples include: 
• People got sick from drinking spoiled milk (cause), 

Gail Borden developed condensed milk which would 
be safer and last longer (effect). 

• Mexico put restrictions on Texans saying very few 
United States citizens and no slaves could not move 
to Texas (cause).  The Texans started a revolution 
against Mexico (effect).  

• Texans wanted freedom of religion and to make 
their own laws (cause).  They declared independence 
from Mexico (effect). 
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The people who settled Texas in the early 1840s brought 
many elements of culture with them. They brought their 
own: 

• Food 
• Architecture 
• Music 
• Language 

 
There were two major battles in the Texas Revolution:  
the Battle of the Alamo and the Battle of San 
Jacinto.  During the Battle of the Alamo the Texans 
died mainly because they could not get reinforcements.  
The Battle of San Jacinto was the final battle the 
Texas Revolution.  In this battle, the Texas took the 
Mexican army by surprise.   
 
The San Jacinto monument is a reminder of the Texans 
victory in the last battle of the Texas Revolution. 
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At the Battle of San Jacinto the Mexican leader Santa 
Anna was captured.  He agreed to give Texas its 
independence.  He signed the Treaty of Velasco, 
where it was agreed that: 
• Mexico would stop the fighting against Texas. 
• Mexico would remove all troops from Texas. 
• Texas would exchange prisoners of war with Mexico. 
 
 

Changes in the Republic of Texas: 
Accomplishments: 
• The land in Texas was available at a 

cheaper cost for settlers.  This was a major  
reason for immigration to Texas. 

• Adopted children the same rights as the natural 
children. 

• Women were given the right to own property. 
• The Texas Congress passed a law in 1839 that 

helped to set up schools in Texas. 
 
 
 
Problems of the Republic of Texas: 
• Native American attacks continued. 
• Some Texans wanted to become part of  

the United States. 
• There was a need for money. 
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                                                               Source:  http://www.maps101.com 
 

By looking at the two maps above that show the 
population distribution and the physical geography of 
Texas, we draw conclusions: 

• More people live in the eastern half of Texas 
because of the mild temperatures and flat lands. 

• Less people live in the western half of Texas 
because it is drier and has mountains.  


